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! The Federal Bureau of Investiga-
}ion is recruiting Chinese students at
American universities to gain insight
into what it says is an intensified
ffort by the Chinese government to
obtain militarily useful technologies
in the United States, according to law
enforcement officials.
i A senior F.B.I. official said the
i 5
program was aimed at students and
Scholars because they were some-
times tapped by the Chinese govern-
ment to collect information, particu-
larly in nuclear physics and disci-
lines that could be used to advance
military communications, missile
tracking and battlefield command
and control. .
 The effort, which the official said
had been going on for six months and
gntailed paying students from China,
comes as the F.B.I. seeks to revital-
ize its battered reputation as a coun-
terintelligence unit in the aftermath
gf terro-ist attacks. :
It reflects the complex, evolving
gconomic relationship between Chi-
ha and the United States, particular-
iy in the area of technology.
! China consumes billions of dollars
year in American technology prod-
ucts, and Chinese scholars and entre-

L o inrroacinolyy are the biuqi-

seeing ‘‘a more focused, more direct-
ed and more prioritized collection
effort” to obtain American technol-
ogy. He said the Chinese were seek-
ing nuclear weapons technology, and
advanced military technology to be
used for missile systems and elec-
tronic warfare.

In a statement responding to ques-
tions, the Chinese government said
the idea that it was ‘‘collecting mili-
tary, scientific and technological in-
telligence in the U.S. is sheer fabrica-
tion and not worthy of comment.”

The two senior F.B.1. officials said
most of the tens of thousands of
Chinese students and thousands of
scholars visiting the United States
for conferences and exchanges were
not involved in any organized effort
to procure technology.

Further, the officials said much of
the technology sought by the Chinese
government was not necessarily pro-
prietary, but public information of
the type that could easily be found at
a university library.

There is nothing new to the asser-
tion that Beijing is directing an
effort to obtain advanced technology.
Some China scholars are skeptical
that the effort has intensified, as the
F.B.I. contends.
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“There’s a massive Chinese pres-
ence in this country,” said Nicholas
Lardy, a scholar at the Brookings
Institution. “To separate those who
are here legitimately from those
with a government mandate to get a
hold of proprietary technology is
very difficult.”

Richard Bush, also a Brookings
Institution scholar, said that he was
not familiar with the F.B.I. program,
but that the bureau ‘“has not a very
good reputation” in terms of coun-
terintelligence, ‘‘so one would have
to be cautious that this approach is
going to be effective.”

He added that the F.B.I. would
have to worry about Chinese stu-
dents “being turned”’ by the Chinese
government and the F.B.I. then ““be-
ing fed bad information.”

A scholar who has discussed the
program with the F.B.1,, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said that in
the last year ‘“there has been a very
strongly renewed effort” by the
F.B.I. to monitor and recruit Chinese
students. He said it was ‘“part and
parcel of the effort”” by the F.B.1. and
the Immigration and Naturalization
Service ‘“to track all foreign stu-
dents.”

But he said that in the case of the
Chinese, the F.B.1. was approaching



UCts, and Lninese sCnolars anu emue-
preneurs increasingly are the busi-
hess partners of Americans, making
t a serious challenge to discern
which technology transfers are le-
fitimate and which constitute a na-
'ional security threat.
i Policy experts say the Chinese
government wants to acquire more
advanced military technology, par-
ficularly in communications.
! One F.B.IL official involved with
the recruiting of students said there
were students acting as agents for
the Chinese government — or who
gight be tapped to do so — who could
nd insight into the specific technol-
dgies being sought.
' He said students were being paid
jor providing information, but would
pot say how much.
{ “We’re not interested in kids tak-
ing history or English 101,” said the
official, who spoke on condition of
anonymity. “We want lists of stu-
dents in the nuclear physics pro-
gram.”
! The official said the F.B.I. was
trying to identify people with access
{o the directives of the Chinese gov-
é¢rnment who ‘“‘can tell us where
’ghey’re focusing their efforts.”
i He added that the F.B.L field of-
fices were also looking for people
who “if they go home, or when they
o home, would be in a position to
gssist us.”
i A second F.B.I official, also speak-
ing on condition of anonymity, said
the bureau was making the effort in
part because the government was
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with the Rand Corporation, said
there was no evidence that the Chi-
nese were involved in some new
“yacuum cleaner campaign of tech-
nology.” Still, he and several other
scholars said there was value in
government efforts to develop intel-
ligence through Chinese students.

“We need to know more about the
linkages between the Chinese mili-
tary, Chinese government and Chi-
nese industry,” Mr. Mulvenon said.
One way to go about it, he said, *“is to
actually talk to the people most
strongly wooed by this apparatus —
by the Chinese industry, government
and military.”

Mr. Mulvenon said his research
indicated that for the 2001-02 school
year, 63,211 Chinese students were in
American degree programs. They
represent 11 percent of all foreign
students in the United States. :

One challenge for the F.B.I., China
scholars said, is finding students who
already work for the Chinese govern-
ment, or may do so, to act as sources
of information.

Chinese, the F.B.I. was approaching
students in nuclear physics, aerody-
namics, engineering related to mis-
siles or space satellites, nanotechno-
logy, and disciplines related to super-
computers and encryption.

He said the F.B.I, in an effort to
establish ties with students, had or-
ganized meetings with Chinese stu-
dent groups on some campuses,
seeking to recruit translators.

The F.B.I official involved in re-
cruiting students said those being
sought may or may not already be
working for the Chinese government
or military.

The official said the Chinese mili-
tary might seek to recruit a student
to send over scientific information,
sometimes seemingly very basic.
The Chinese government will tell the
student, ‘“‘get on the university sys-
tem and e-mail us everything about
widgets,” the official said. ‘‘It’s open-
source information,”’ he said, but the
student “has still done something.”

Henry Tang, the co-chairman of
the Committee of 100, a Chinese-
American institute in Washington,
said that whether to cooperate with
the F.B.I. “is the decision of the
individual student.”

But Mr. Tang, who said he was not
familiar with the recruiting pro-
gram, said he worried about a policy
and statements from the F.B.I. that
could unfairly cast aspersions on
tens of thousands of Chinese stu-
dents, and Chinese-Americans more
generally.



